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October 23, 1953 Sar 


MEMORANDUM 


Subject: Resettlement of Chinese Agents Used in Korea 


Reference: My memorandum of September 21 on this subjecte 


Colonel Burke called again on this matter on October 20. He showed 
me an October 17 message from the field reporting that the Chinese agents 
had refused to undertake further missions until they had received more 
definite assurances regarding their repatriation. The message went on 
to ask three specific questions: 


1. When will negotiations with the CHINATS on return of 
the regular POWs be completed? 


2s How long after the regular POWs can the agents expect 
to be repatriated? 


5. What interim information can be given to the POWs? 





The message recommended that separate discussions be conducted with the 


CHINATS with a view to arriving at an immediate solution of the repatria- | 
tion problem. 


I promised to get Col. Burke an answer to the above questions but 
pointed out that I was puzzled by this latest message since it seemed 
to suggest that the agent handlers desired early_repatriation, whereas 
it had been my understanding that the Army wished to retain the POWs 
as long as US forces remain in Koreas Col. Burke said that he thought 
that the people in charge in Korea had handled the agents badly and 
were now simply confronted with increasing demands from the agents. 


I consulted Mr. Johnson and Mr. Drumright of FE this morning and 
subsequently informed Col. Burke that: 


1. Since we are confident that the CHINATS are willing to 

accept the POWs, we do not contemplate that much in the way of 

i. negotiations will be required. In any case, we do not wish to 
consult the CHINATS until repatriation is imminent. The 
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‘Department is specifically opposed to any approacli to the 


CHINATS regarding the agents, whether made through the 


es Military attache in Taipei or otherwise. It is our view. 


that this is not only unnecessary but also risky, in view 


of the persibile ys of a leak either erveneveny. or through’ 
not oor seourltyen 6 ony : 
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2e So far as the Department is concerned, the agents 


nay. be repatriated simultaneously with the regular POWs. 
_'- For. security reasons, however y it will probably be caacaes : 
eats 40. move ‘Sham. separetedze,. ean 
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°: repatriate. POWs. ane. to ‘be returned, to, civilian status” 
‘towards the:end of, January 1954, We would antici pate | ‘that ~ 
"-niovementt.bo- Formosa. , Gould , commence in February. | ‘So far as: 
we are concerned,,. the agents - oan ‘be. 60 “adyisede — ey ‘empha 
| sized that it.is.for. the Anny. to. ‘déoide whether it is” 
“desirable, from - “the. point - of view, of agent ending 5” ‘to. 
tell. them , Unb ee a Br OR SE ak a ag ae i $ is ag a aes 
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